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things from us? As long as we take care
of them and provide them free medical
care and free education and everything
is free, everybody knows we have all of
that ability to create free things.

Most people, though, I am afraid are
on to us. They think the U.S. Congress
and the United States Government cre-
ates nothing. They are incapable of
creating anything. About all they can
do is take from one and give to an-
other, and then in the process under-
mine the principles of liberty. And by
doing that, we will undermine the prin-
ciples of the basic concept of what is
necessary to produce a good standard
of living. But we concentrate not on
liberty, not on freedom. We con-
centrate on the things that are distrib-
uted and redistributed, the advantages
and the disadvantages and how we are
going to get bigger government. Not
only bigger Federal Government, but
bigger international government, never
talking about what are the advantages
to the people if we just give them their
freedom. Just leave them alone.

The people I have my greatest sym-
pathies for are the low middle-income
people. People who do not want to go
on welfare and are getting ripped off by
the system because they do have to pay
taxes, and they are the first ones who
suffer from job losses and suffer from
the inflation, and they are the last
ones to have any representation up
here. If one is on welfare, they have
representation. And if one is a giant
corporation willing to send equipment
overseas and fight wars, they have
great representation.

But if one is hard working, believes
in freedom, accepts the responsibility
for their own acts, believes they should
take care of their family, would like to
be left alone, then they are seen as an
enemy of the State. The Government
too often wants to do something to
them, like tax them more and more.

So I think it is time we as a Congress
started thinking about something
other than the transfer of wealth and
the control and manipulation of people.
Think again once more of the quote
that I used as I started tonight by Pat-
rick Henry: ‘‘You are not to inquire
how your trade may be increased, nor
how you are to become a great and
powerful people, but how your liberties
may be secured. For liberty ought to be
the direct end of your government.’’

If we make liberty the direct end of
our government, I do not believe for
one minute that we will have to worry
about the prosperity. Because we have
neglected the liberties of our people, I
am deeply concerned about the pros-
perity of our people and I am deeply
concerned about the international con-
flicts that we tend to stir up and de-
mand that we send our troops through-
out the world. I think that can lead to
trouble. It has in the past. It will in the
future.

Because we have drifted from this no-
tion that the Government should be
limited. Limited to protecting our lib-
erty, making sure the marketplace is

free, making sure that property rights
exist, and making sure that we mind
our own business. And quite possibly if
we would do more of that, minding our
own business and not spending this
money overseas, we could literally do a
better job taking care of our military.

Madam Speaker, our military needs
funding. They need a morale boost.
They need better training. They need a
better mission. And yet we send them
hither and yon around the world spend-
ing hundreds of billions of dollars, at
the same time our defenses are prob-
ably as low as they have ever been.

But that is not a ‘‘lack of money’’
problem; that is a ‘‘lack of mission’’
problem. It is a lack of understanding
what policy ought to be. Our policy
ought to be, and our purpose ought to
be, the preservation of liberty. The
preservation of liberty means that we
should have free trade and that we
should talk to our so-called enemies
and trade with them and deal with
them, and we are less likely to fight
with them.

But we should never fall into the trap
of talking and using words incorrectly,
this idea that people come and talk so
much about free trade and then do not
defend free trade, or do not understand
it. What they are talking about is man-
aged trade by the World Trade Organi-
zation, and it means that we also sub-
sidize our enemies and our competitors
around the world. That is not free
trade. That is not related to freedom.
Freedom is not that complex.

Fortunately for us, we have a docu-
ment that is rather clear and simple
that we all can read and understand.
And, unfortunately, we do not read it
often enough when we pass this mas-
sive legislation here on the House floor
and get ourselves involved in too many
things. So, hopefully, here in the next
couple of weeks as we talk more about
trade and we have a vote on China, as
well as a vote on whether or not we
should even be in the World Trade Or-
ganization, hopefully we will have
more than five or 10 or 15 or 20, say:
That makes sense. Why are we in the
World Trade Organization?

We can still believe in freedom, we
can still believe in trade, we can still
believe in the American dream without
accepting the idea that free trade and
freedom means we belong to the World
Trade Organization. Hopefully, there
will be enough people in this Congress
to send the message and say at least
let us question this. Why do we feel so
compelled to belong to these inter-
national organizations, joining them
not with a treaty but with a mere vote
of this Congress and now they are dic-
tating law back to us.

Hopefully, those individuals who are
a little bit annoyed with the World
Trade Organization because they have
encroached upon our lawmaking proc-
ess dealing with trade law, dealing
with labor law, and dealing with envi-
ronmental law, dealing with tax law,
that they will say maybe the problem
is not mismanagement of the World

Trade Organization; maybe we should
not have that much confidence that if
we get a few new managers in there,
like they think they can do at the IMF.
Maybe the problem is that we should
not be in the World Trade Organization
at all.

f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today on account of a
weather delay.

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma (at the re-
quest of Mr. ARMEY) for today and the
balance of the week on account of ill-
ness in the family.

Mr. COBURN (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a death in the
family.

Mr. MANZULLO (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of a death
in the family.

Ms. CARSON (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. MCINNIS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today and May 3.

Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today,
May 3, and May 5.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, for 5

minutes, today.

f

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 397. An act to authorize the Secretary of
Energy to establish a multiagency program
to alleviate the problems caused by rapid
economic development along the United
States-Mexico border, particularly those as-
sociated with public health and environ-
mental security, to support the Materials
Corridor Partnership Initiative, and to pro-
mote energy efficient, environmentally
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